LENIN                                      .51

outline of what a proletarian party should be was drawn by Marx and Engels,
and on this basis Lenin formulated the integral and finished doctrine that the
Party of the working class must be a centralized and disciplined revolutionary
party.

The Marxist Party, said Lenin, is part of the working class, its foremost,
class-conscious unit, armed with a knowledge of the laws of social develop-
ment and of the laws of the class struggle and, hence, capable of leading the
working dass and of directing its struggle.

At fiie same time, however, the Party is an organized unit with its own
discipline, which is binding on all its members. Only a party that is organized
as a single unit, that is welded together by a common will, by united action
and discipline can guide the struggle of the working class and direct it towards
the common goal.

The Party is the highest of all forms of organization of the working class
because it is armed with an advanced theory and with the experience of the
revolutionary movement; and its mission is to guide all the other organiza-
tions of the working class, .

The Party is the embodiment of the connection between the vanguard of
the working class and the vast masses of that class. However good a vanguard
the Party may be, and however well it may be organized, it cannot exist and
develop unless it is connected with the non-party masses, and unless it
multiplies and strengthens its connections with them.

To be able to function properly and to lead the masses systematically, the
Party must be organized on the principles of centralism, with a uniform set of
rules, a common discipline and a single leading body at the top ; the minority
must submit to the majority, the local organizations to the centre, and the
lower organizations to tie superior organizations.

If the Party wants to preserve unity in its ranks it must in the course of
its practical activities maintain strict proletarian discipline, which must be
equally binding on all members of the Party, leaders as well as rank-and-filers.
Lenin concluded this book with the following prophetic words:

"In its straggle for power the proletariat has no other weapon but
organization. Divided by the rule of anarchic competition in the bourgeois
world, ground down by slave labour for capital, constantly thrust back to ethe
lower depths* of utter destitution, savagery and degeneration, the proletariat
can become, and will inevitably become, an invincible force only when its
ideological unity around the principles of Marxism is consolidated by
the material unity of an organization, which unites millions of toilers in the
army of the working class. Neither the decrepit rule of Russian tsarism, nor
the senile rule of international capital will be able to withstand this army."*

The withering criticism of the Mensheviks* opportunism on questions of
organization given in this book applied equally to the principles of organiza-
tion adhered to t?y the Second International* The principles of organization
of the Bolshevik Party which Lenin formulated in Ms book were the prin-
ciples of organisation of a party of a new type which differs fmdamentallff
from the parties affiliated to the Second International.

The History of the CJP.S.t7,(B.) describes,the Mstorical importance oi
Lenin's One Step Forwards Two Steps Back in the following words:

"The importance of this book lies primarily in the fact that it successfully
upheld the Party principle against the circle principle^ and the Party against
the disorganizes; that it smashed the opportunism of the Mersshevte on
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